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 « Univerſitatis conſenſus in tali negotio ſane maximo, ut 


* 


Oo 1 | * N 
HE Univerſity &f * Oxford is a Corporation 
by Proferintion, and likewiſe by A& of Par- 
liament 13 Eliz. which alſo confirms “the 

1 Uiiverſiry Charter 1 Apr. 14 Hen. VIII. and all other 


0 wakes Abena, et . n poſtu- 
&« Jareque ut ſecundum animi ſui ſententiam ab Univerſi- - 


* Charters granted by the Queen's Progenitors or Pre- 


_ deceſſors, and all Liberties, Franchiſes, Immuni- 


« 1 tetances, and Privileges which the Univerſity 

had held, occupied, or enjoyed, or of Right ought 

\ WE bn hive had, ofa. occupied, and enjo e, at any 
Act; any 


before the making of the ſai 
Cuſtom, Conſtruction, or 

to the contrary notwithſtanding.” - © 
The Univerſity aerbled f. in Convocation, or great 
Congregation {conſiſting of the Chancellor, Doctors, 
Proctors, regent and non regent Maſters) hath uſed 


Time out of Mind to make By-Laws or Statutes for 


it's- own domeſtic Regimen and Government. Of 
which there are ſome extant bearing Date ſo early as 
A. D. 1252, 36 Hen. III. [ Regiſtr. A. 58. B. 76.] 

The Convocation hath alſo from Time to Time aſ- 
ferted and exerciſed a Power of altering and repealing 
the former Statutes of the Univerſity, in the Whole 
as well as in Part, as appears from the following In- 
ſtances. 

On the Complaint, and by the Advice of the Chan- 
cellor Abp. Warham, 14 Jan. 1513, [Reg. F F. Bod. 
14.]< 1 Feb. 1513, Decretum e, Ut eligantur vel depu- 


A rentur quinque vel ſeptem Viri ſecundum Diſcretionem 


« Congregationis majoris ad examinandum, reformandum, 
et adnichillandum omnia et fingula Statuta noſtra jam 
s edita, et in unam veram et fidelem Copiam reducendum.” 
Seven Delegates are accordingly named, and large In- 
ſtructions given them; [ Regiſtr. G. 208, 20g. ] in the 
ſame Manner as in the Year 1510 a ſimilar Power had 
been delegated to, and in Part executed, by one Dr. 
Younge. [Re egiſtr. F F. Bodl. 7.] 


In a Letter from the Univerſity to their Chancellor 
*Abp. Warban: the e 
they inform "OT at Cardinal 


of the Year 15 
Wally intending 
ſettle ſome Lectures in the Univerſity, therefore © g 
cus domination! maxime afſiſtunt, nobis et amici et 2 
nevoli, ſiltſiones fecerunt ut in omnibus ſtatutis bonarum 
< literarum uſum ſpeltantibus reformandis, reuorandis, 
e edendiſque, ei 
* his TRegiſtr.'F F. Bodl. 30.], 8 

To this the Chancellor anſwers, 22 May 1518, 
Si meam in bac re Sententiam expettatis, (et Cancellarii 


„ meum ęſt judicium, requirendus eſt;] non inſicias eb, 


<« quod fi:reverendiſſimus Dominus Cardinalis tales Las- | 


 & Ordinationes er Conſuetudines 


© tate confirmetur, fi tum ſulutaria Statuta erunt quam 
« futura  credibile eſt, fatile, omnes in ſuam Sententiam 
* convertet, non dubito.” [ bid. 30. 
Notwithſtanding this Letter, hi Univerſity made 
a Decree of Convocation, 1 Jun. 1518. in theſe Terms; 
In hufus itaque ampli mi patris virtute, induſtria, fide, 
e clementia- et -benigmtate pleniſſime confiſi, meliore modo 
<« formaq a valemus efficaciuſque poſſumus, de com- 


<< nuns 8 et conſenſu omnium regentium et non regen- 


<< um, necnon omnium et Ang ularum f. Rae. Statuta, 
2 Univer ſitatis 
ſcunque eidem ampli Nuo Pans bumiliter ſubmittimus, 
e plenam et liberam quantum in nobis eſt concedi- 
nus poteſtatem eadem Statuta et Ordinationes quaſcun- 
=> etiam ſedis Apoſtolicae aut cujuſvis alterius autho- 
ate confirmatds, innovandi, inſtaurandi, non abolitas 
vero reformandi, interpretandi, mutandi, revocandi, 
abole , extirpandi, novaſque ſibi prout viſum fuerit 
« bpportunum condendi, &c.” ¶ Ibid. 31.) Which De- 
cree, couched in more and ſtill ſtronger Words than 
are here recited, the Chancellor afterwards | in a Letter, 
6 May 1522. thus ſpeaks of to the Univerſity. 
© Cujus reverendiſſimi Cardinalis Authoritati perſonas 
< veſtras Succeſſorumque veſtrorum ſponte ſubmiſiſtis; ſin- 
e gulis Statutis Privilegiis ac Libertatibus cjuſdem Uni- 
% wverfitatis (me tunc Cancellario inconſulto) in vim patt1 
renuntiantes. | Ibid. 51.] 
Very little appears to have been done in Conſe- 


uence of theſe ample Powers. But A. D. 1549. in 


ei omnem noſtram- Authoritatem' delegatam | 


© furas deſtinatas perpetuo duraturas effecerit, pium et 
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et praeſentibus et jos endet, per 
e . gloria perfructur 7 
fee! Tuper a. 


Wide, 


IBS 


4d 


uta eden 


„ oiter ene ſuis lekluris, bene ert ut le Ok es, I. 163: 
Alſimus Dommus decernat quae fibi maxime videbuntur 
« neceſſaria et opportuna, quoad conſervationem earum th, ** regentium et non regentium, in qua pub 


egium magnique meriti opus tanti auloritate vin: 
Wo 6 8 et 5 Hiri ex u 


Colum Univerſitati tradita. 


e Minority of Edw. VI. Commiſſioners, being ap- 

inted under the Great Seal, viſited and new-model- 

ed the Univerſity and every College therein, and 
made a new of Statutes, which are ſtill extant. 
{ Reg. E. Bad. 78. 

r A. D. 1556. Cardinal Pole, then Chan- 


5 be Oblervech kill a Delegacy wy 
Convocation of two or three diſcreet Perſons in 
Bzculty, together with the V. Chancellor, ſhould de- 
#rmine- in what Manner to corre& and amend the 
former Statutes, . ſuperfiua tollendo, pracſentibus tem- 
poribus non convenientia immutando, contraria ad con- 

cordiam, et inordinata ad ordinem reducends, diminuta 

# ſupplendo, aliaque Statuta prout Neceſſitas et Utilitas 

us Univerſitatis ſuadebit de novo cundendo. [I. 8 3. 
And 13 14 Nov. 1556. In celebri Convoca- 
none perleguntur Statuta a Domino Cantellario per D. 
Atque'pro feliciore regi- 
mine iſtius Academiae, ex mandato Cardinalicio ſimu! 
* ac ſuffragio Convocationis, deſignantur quidam dotiifſimi 
naguague facultate, qui una cum D. Colo, D. 


Raytioldo, 10 difoiciant 4 in unaquaque re quid fatiu opti- 
ecernant. 


ſent down to the Univerſity a Body of new Sta- 
1 appointe 


mum fuerit, atque quod faciendum Re, 


1 Mai 1565. Celebrata of Comugegtin W 


blite lefia ſunt 


8 © turarum et ad pleniſſimum ſtudii ſe cholaſtici profettum,"" * Deereta quaedam edita prius, ſpettalitia adwveformatia- 


„ Perum ut in fllum reverendiſim 


1 in e re Herre velit. 
ehm, aut in ſeipſis aut reſpective, cuncernant 


| 66+ 


E 6 futurum condicibile aut expediens 
praedictus reverendiſimus Dominus Cardinalis onine + 


. autforitas 


em transferatur omnis . refor mani, revocan- 
Al, delenui, et condendi omnia ſtututa conternentia uſum 
e bhonarum Aterarum, (fie enim 


univefhtati, tamet, 


8 ſuum ſtudium atque conatum dd commodum Univerſftatis 
Nam cum fere amin ftatuta 


bonarum literarum ftudjique ſcholaftici, ft omnis 


2 w, N. p 


quoad talia flatuta transferetur in alium ab K 


Ws < Univerſitate, hoc eſt, 4 Cancellarie, Congregationegue 
entiun-et_ non Regentium, non Video quid auttori- 
2 tatis bog \ ** 2 88 


© hata.” A Delegacy . nd 20 + 
KK. 222.]: "485 4 4-1 
os "ES Sept. 1599. ee n que 


1m Dominum Cardina- V nem et emendationem et ſtatutorum ipfius Academiae er 
aliarum Rerum, prout ipfis Decretis continetur, Authe- 
* ritategue 
* non afſentior #1 -- -*© ſane. fn” 
tame, 25 Of: 157. 


ipfius" Convocationis confirmata et 2224 
[Regiftr. K K. 11. 4 
Data peteſtas 2 rien 

be ferius nomanatis, omitja Statuta” artebar e 97/1 
randi, imperfefia corrigendi,”  Inufilia, & — + 
* abrogandi, et male diſpoſita in V 22 Pro- 
. wo ſemper ut omnia ea quae d idee, oe 
at ftatuta integra five ut parti AH, mullum 76. 
1 "> nifi a Convocation paſtes farin 


* gur in redigant et 
aum laber * 


OS 


FI 


* "Delegatos 755 una cum Vice pay fJo-et 1 — 8 
95 12 ; 


e erunt Annorum curricula feliciter excogitatae, 


1 8860 


* 


4 13 Dec. 1506. Cum Statuta et Ordinationes ad 
«* perpetuum fauſtumque hujus almae Academiae Oxon. Re- 
„% gimen, a — bus noſtris per tot quo practeri- 
tae, pro- 
„ viſae, fencitee, ac ſtabilitae, ad tantae — 
* menſuram numerique multitudinem excreverint, ut eas 
* » multo inveſtigare atque invenire 
<«< opus fit plane urduum et permoleſtum ac pene infinitum, 
c egeque non ſilum in varios libros five chartas ab invicem 
*© ſeparatas diſpergantur, ſed etiam fint inter ſe admodum 
nantes et 15 multis plane contrariae, per veneru- 
* bilem Convocationem decretum eſt quod omnium et fingu- 
e lornm Librorum, Chartarum, Scriptorum et Munimen- 
% forum, in quibas Statuta atque Ordinationes haec 4 
t diclae infinuantur, deſcribuntur, ſive regiſtrantur, d 
gens babeatur Scrutinium et Examen; quodgue ex i 
10 guat quotidiano et perpetuo Uſui, atque ex re Un 
alis praediciae publica, maxime conveniant et fam 
0 ceſſarine retineantur, legumgue et /tetute ber pei 
* futuris temporibus vim habs 2 6t-auihoritatemy badi 
© ordine et methodo qua eri paſſit aptima, et ad -inveniend 
« maxime apta et expedita, digerantur, componantur, at- 


« que deſcribantur, arbitrio et judicio venerabilium vito- £ 


* rum infra nominatorum, et ad haec per venerabilem 5 
<<. mum praediftam delegatorum; ad uberiorem felici 
* que almae hujus Academiae Gubernati ad , 
„ dum perjurii reatum vel ſaltem pemitulum, necuon ad 
* expeditiorem paratioremque uniuſcujuſque ſtatuti, froe 
* ordinationis, prout opus fuerit, et res exigerit, inven- 
C Honem, - - Procuratores nominabant Xi . 
{ Reg. K. 1.] 

In K. James the firſt's and the ſucceeding Reign, 
many Ordinances were ſent to the Univerſity from che 


Crown, which were either made the Ground-work of 


new Statutes, or elſe were read and approved in 

. Convocation in the very Terms wherein they were 
lent. As, a 

—_—_—— r 

6 W a Regia Majeſtate et manu ſua pr 

« fignatae pro meliori regimine, Sc, celebri Goa Doc 

„ orium, &c, manifeſtatae ſunt.“ ¶ Reg. N..32.] Where- 


upon, « 12 Feb. 1616, Delegati nominantur (among 


whom Dr. Laud was one) ad deliberandum et ftaru- 
<< endum de quibuiſdam ad directiones regias propeſitas ſpec- 
<« tantibus, necnon de Statutis hujus Academiae Oxon. in 
< ordinem redigendis, 5 et de religuit ad eadem 
* Statuta necefſariis cunſtituendis.“ [ Reg. N. 36. 
Mar. 1617. Significavit-Dominus Procancella- 
rus ſe Edifta regia cum Decretis deſuper per Delegatos 
« ſancitis ad Cancellarium naſtrum honoratiſſimum mifiſſe, 
6 2u Regiae Majeſtati eadem oftendiſſe, dictague de- 
« creta \Regiae Majeftati perplacuiſſe ; hincque woluiſſe 
Cancellarium noſtrum ut dicta decreta 2 et 
<< exequutioni amni cum cura et diligentia demandentur. 
« AQuibus Decretis publice perlectis, eadem per celebrem 
Coetum Dottorum, Magiſtrorum, c, 


2 | 
© fuerunt, et pro publicatis cum conſenſu venerabilis Do—- 

Theſe conſiſted Chance 
f 8 Articles [Reg. N. 41.] which are now with ſon Powers. as Welley 
tle Alterations incorporated in the preſent Body: 7 


nnn Convacationis habita fuerunt.” 


Statutes, Ti. 9. esd. 5. F. 3, G 6. - Tit. 16, 8 6% 
S 10. Tt. g. 6. «=o Tit. 15. §. .. 
14. f. 3. Tit. ** bs 
Some Progreſs * made by the Delegates 
1 Starutes, 21 June 1617, 


Placuit ut Exemplar illorum Statutorum quae jam m. 


* per vel a delegatis confirmata, vel noviter adinventa, vel 


approbata et c 


regentium admiſſa, 


e reriamantibus et * 
r. N. 284. 


4c e Pra 


1 4 et ark an 


— Copies to be 2 8 upon Ve 


— 


er parte emendata ſunt, exſcribatur et in Biblio- 
- Academici om- 


F * „ fr. he Right of- "4 A \ ” 2 
co tee only; and ſuch 

tes as had reſided 100 Days 1 7 the 

majore parte Doſtorum, Magiſtrorum 

Power according 


This occaſioned the Crown again to interpoſe, who 
ſent down a Body of Statutes concerning the Election 
of Proftors and Collectors, which was directed to be 

ut to the Vote in Convocation, and ever hereafter to 
be held inviolable; and if any of the yo Ea Maſters 


made any Diſturbance therein, the King willed that 
the Vice-Chancellor ſhould preſently ſend up him or 
them ſo offending to anſwer it, who ſhould be ſure to 


find the 1 iſpleaſure heavy. [Regiftr. R. 2.] 


« 21 => 1628. Has Ordinationes, Statuta, et De- 
« creta ſereniſſimae regiae Majeſtatis celebris ille Coetus 


*« Daftorum, Ac, ſumma cum Acclamatione, omnique animi 


« Alacritate, acceptarunt et unanimi omnium con 1 con- 


> een et ratificarunt.” [ Regiſtr. R. 4. Theſe | 

are now compriſed in Tit. 6. Sell. 2. f. 4. Tit. 17. Sell. 4. 
$. 1. el Appendice Statut de Procur ps,” 1 

17 Fuly 162g. A new of 15 Perſons was 


ppointed at the Inftapce of the Chancellor (Lord 
Rae S1dtutis hujus Univerſitatis in 


66 cer Ordinem et ceriom Forman, &c.” [Regiftr. 


3 * 163; 1. On Occaſion of a Diſpute relating 


before the Univerſity, the King 
concerning Sermons, 

als, the Meeting the Heads of Houſes, &c. 
R. 38.1 which being reduced into Statutes, 

« 1 5 Dec. 16 31. in 8 T + my et un- 

ni Moe ye we 

* ny OE Ay Pa The * 

and for th mol 


to a Sermon preached 


# © „„ 


133. Karriere Joc 220 85 
< Coetum DoZoru 27 


er Curas fuas as 
: l etiam 8 


ents i 
<< animi annit Convocated.”. £ 
In a Letter ſent by che. 


Congregation 1 S. e pr 
in the following Manner, | 
« quod pronis-Gervicibus ange, 


© cepta jura obſeguendi practii ai 
dex onere ferent. Vaſtrum 25 as 


is valentius nos cc . —— 
This Act ſeems to have been e 
him n, e . 
before him / He accord 
corrected łne Draught, and, having 


cem ER >Þ x634 


niverſity tt 


— any 1 might appear neceſſt 
ght be made in the in, N 
55 8 might be written Lair to be à Rule 4 ofte- 


—— Credit. He * "vc Vir in his Let- 
8 => 50 


Staruces now | 

| ESD which the erde ſhall be 

80 io enſuing, that is EF. 

« It; Michael v the Archangel, be in 5 

Fear of our Lord God 4275 by reſerving KY 

ly to the beforementioned, 

„to add that which ſhall be fit, and alter or take 

„away From theſe Statutes, or any of them, oy ' 
hi | 


— 
by. + + =— * = © 
% _ 


p | 1 3 1 | 


eh ſhall be found by this intervening Practiſe to 
beg either unneceſſary or incommodious tor that Go- 
e y&nment. * And then, God willing, at or before 
« chat Time, I will diſcharge that Truſt which the 
« Univerſity hath commended to me, and abſolutely 

'_  - » |» "make a Settlement of the Statutes for future Times, 

Aten ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe God to bleſs them with 
ſe and Continuance. 


22 8555 1634. His literis perlefiis V. Cancellarius Li- 
.. <tnm Statuthrum publice exhibuit in Domo Convocatio- 
n Rogavit inſuper an Literae ad Honoratifſimum Can- 
| um * ab 24 quibus Gratitudinem 
noftram intelligeret. Perplacuit.” Regiſt. R. gr. 
„ cee ae. the Univerſity hes EX RY it's 
gde of this Proceeding. © Singularis quidem Clemen- 
te et adbuc inaudita! Leges et Praeſcripta ad Tempus 
A, ut noftra demum ſuffragio et arbitris confirmen- 
tur ; et fiqua occurrerint errata, non Statyentis Au- 
ornate ſed Patientis Experientia corfigantur.” Re- 


. a A Statutes there is one (Tit. 10. Ser. 2. 
2. De Statutis et Decretis in Domo Convocationis con- 
* et interpretandis) in the following Terms: Si 
"< quando ex Uſu- Academias futurum videbitur, aliquid 
de novo ſtatuere vel decernere; vel fi quando circa Sta- 
uta et Decreta jam condita vel in paſterum condenda 
e dubitatio aliqua emergat, unde ulterior eorundem expla- 
"<< natio requiratur (modo ne, ſub explanandi obtentu, ſen- 
/ *« ſus flatuto cuts affingatur omnem ipfius vim eludens 
aut enerugm; neve haec explanandi Pateſtas ad Statuta 
ia Aue ſancita vel confirmata extendatur, fi- 
cali iꝑſius Regis Licentia) Statutum eſt quod, Sc.“ 
follows the Form and Order to be obſerved in 
ing new Statutes or expflaining old ones. And in 
& 3. (De 2 is Univerfitatts trænſcriùendis et cuſtodi- 
N endis) Directions are givgn in what Manner the Re- 
griſtrar of the Univerſity amnia et fengula Statuta Uni- 
I. A venſitatis in pa erum tondenda in Regiſtro ſuo fideliter 

75 zei Aar ? 
27 Sept. 1634. * in Convocatione fignificawt Vice- 
Caucellarius Corpus Statutorum Univerſitatis in Ordi- 


+ & % a fd * 


FEY 
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„een digeftum; ſerenifſivan Regis Majeftatem tanguan 


Deum tutelarem vffecioſe prrerr patmum; exjus bortatu 
cet cura ſaepius inſtigante, opus toties infaeliciter tenta- 
tum ultimam manum fere afſequatum fit. Eogue no- 
<<. mine. ad ſereniſimmm Regem noftrum Carolum litera: 
r miſſac furrumt. 2 1 

In this Epiſtle Dedicatory this Paſſage in particu- 
lar occurs: Haus aperae, non huit dantu et futu- 


G 4 47 nouum ↄlaue Corpus trangfarmeni. Has ſiguidem | 


T leges haud aud manet fatum quam qu olim uſes 
TT. a1, {ynaſpue Solan, ques, 
s ni nomina thſaris auc fo ; fwifſe ando 
quis ſciret? Ergen miar. Age Levi 
cunſſet Reverentis;, uigup c lame 
2 gia deleteli in puſtemim petantur, in finum ſacraliſimae 
Mſajeſtatis tuae cunfugiunt, atqut intra Auguſtale tum 
A recepi, id gt, ſacrari, geſtimm. Pudebit ſcilicrt paſte- 
ros ab Archetypo morum et diſcifilinae ſuae penes te de- 
. poſts lange deſaiſcere.” {Regifr. R. 96.) 

At Michaelmas 1635 nothing appears to have been 
25 eek Th Chancel Abp. Laud, by Let 
2 Jun. 1635. The Chancellor, .1 - 
30 the Dae Gale wilk both Afchicptcopal 
and /Chancellor's'Seal, and reciting the Proceſs of the 
whole Affair (and amongſt the Reſt the Powers giyen 
him by Act of Conyocation 20 Avg. 1633, in theſe 
Words: Difae Convocationi tunc placuit me dittae 
' << Untverſitatis nomine rogandum eſſe ut diftum Statutorum 
 - «© Corpugrecenſerem atque Sigillo confirmarem;Y he there- 

* fore Ages 1 and confirms them yr ever. 
A N. B. 3 Jun. 163 . - The King, by arent of 
that Date, recites the ſaid Letters of Confirmation 


: 


&* grata et rata haberemus ipfi, et regiam eis adjiceremus 


<« Confirmationem.” Wherefore by very general and 


ut 


* 
- 


by the Chancellor, and that He “ bimillime nobis ſup- 
plicaverit, ut omnia et Jinpuls, ut pracfertur, circa ditto- 
& rum Statutorum Compilationem ac Reformationem atta, 


comprehenſive Words he accepts, approves, ratifies 
and confirms the ſaid Code or Body of Statutes and all 
and ſingular the Statutes therein contained, © ut ſe- 
4 camdem Intentionem in ditto Codice expreſſam ſeu habi- 
tam vim omnimodam et effettum in ditta Univer ſitate 
e perpetuo in poſterum ſor tiantur et obtineant :” And di- 
rects that all the Heads of Houſes at the Publication 
of theſe Letters Patent, ſhall ſubſcribe their Names 
to the ſuid Code in token of their Aſſent to all and ſin- 


gular the Statutes therein contained, and that all the 


Members of the Univerfity ſhould within fix Months 
after the ſaid Publication be ſworn to the Obſervance 
of the ſaid" Statutes. s 

22 Jun. 1636, The King's Commiſſioners brought 
the ſaid Letters Patent and Statutes to the Univerſity 
witch a Letter under the King's Signet to the Convo- 
cation, dated 12 Jun. 1636, direching the Heads of 
Houſes to make the Acknowledgement beforemen- 
tioned, that they all accept theſe Statutes as the 
* Rule by which you ſhall be governed and govern.” 
Another Letter was alſo ſent by the Chancellor, dated 
15 Jun. 1636, wherein he mentions “ quod placuit 
Academiae in freguenti Convocatione (ne uno 5 
* rem totam ad me curamque mean referre, ut ſub incu 
« mea Statuta haec limarentur, et a me Confirmationem 
L acciperent.” And afterwards proceeds; © Trarſmiſt 
« vobis Statuta quae Annum probationis ſuae apud vos 
s complevere, jam ex uſu illo in nonnullis emendata, et, pro 
<« poteftate a vobis conceſſa mibi, ſub figillis meo veſtroque 
in debita Furis Forma confirmata. Puum ecce placuit 
« Rept ſereniſimo Mufiſque veſtris addicliſſimo ſuam etiam 
« ſuperadjicere confirmationem manu propria et figillo 
% magno munitam. Quod Academiae honorem, moribus 
<« dſciplinam, Statutis Reverentiam et Firmitatem nequit 
4 204 conferre. 

Then in the ſame Convocation Mr. Secretary Coke 
made a Speech (ſee Lewd's Chanc. 88.) after which 
« Vice-Concellarius Statutorum Codicem ſive Pandecten ex- 
<< cept et amplexus eſt nomine Univer/uatis, et latiue accu- 


rincipis 


rata Oratione laudabat fortunas noſtras 112 
mu. 


munificentia et Cancellarmi opera 
%% Stetwtorum Exigentiom Juramento 
to, Vice-Cancellarius, Prucuratores, fiu- 


« prarſus Fuitiae Potetas, potetati pomps er {plender. 
« Evexit ſerenitatis veſtr ae magnificentia Collectiomes noſ- 
„ tras in Cadicem imperatoriam, Plebiſcita in Mandata ; 
<«< engue ftabiliendi cauſa diplomatis veſtri amplitudinem, 
„ Agilli pondus, vim manus dediſti. They call them in 
another Part * Lepges aetermae;” and they conclude thus, 


i Leges nondum ſancitas ſed iuvalidas, et obſequii prae- 
feaipro ſeu pon- 


Audio tentaminique txpoſitas ſerio uenerati ſumus, annon 
culemus ratas of imperatrices Si tanta fuerit nude ip- 
„ ſanum bonitas, quantum urgebit Authoritatis veſtrae 
© conſcientia et noftri Juramenii Religio?” In their Let- 
ter to the Chancellor they expreſs themſelves in the 
following Manner, Quibus itaque Gratiarum Cumulis 
e compenſabimus indefeſſam veſtrac bonitatis pertinaciam, 
quae nec ino nec alieus pepercit ſudari, quae nec Pacem 
< regiis auribus manibuſque per mißt, donec deſperatum 


Hoc opus ultimo examine, ſupreme Hgillo, et imperiali 
aut boritate perfettum exiret. Tacere non poſſumus in- 


©< credibilem veſtram in tanta ſedulitate prudentiam, quae 
c experiendo aptavit Jugum prius quam affuxit, et, acru- 
e ratiſſimae recognitionis ergo, annum int operi cen · 
ſummato indulſit, quoniam in annum platonicum dura- 


< turo. Implicuiſti nunc demum nexu ind;ſokebili Res . 
et ipfius Alumnos: Ilum, ut propug net quae nos ci 
Adimus Statuta, quia ſua, Nos vero, ut iis libentifſane cb. 


e ſeauamur quae manus regia ob/ignavit, quia neftyis.*. 


[Revpiftr. R. 127.] 
he the key: + 
receiving their Royal Confirh 
tutes have been made by the Univerſity in Co 


„tion 
* "GY 4 * * Lo : . 
P N [ — * © K 


* 


ng of chis Body of Statutes, and che = 
jon, ſeveral new Sta- 
nvOoSa- 


* 


I — 


00 or Statutes for their 


*, . . 7 N P | F *\. 
| - —_ 1 o . 2 
: N n 2 „ 
5 PS as „ o 
5 7 : oC LE * 4 * 7 * * 
a 4 '2 n 1 
| N þ * a 4s 
* * 
: ; N 


| tion; As, in the firſt Place, the Statutes of the Arabic 


Lecture founded by Abp. Laud himſelf, and publiſhed 
in Convocation 2 Jul. 1640; whereby a At- 
tendance, enforced by a pecuniary Mulct, is laid upon 


all Bachelors of Arts and Students in Medicine. - - - - 


The Statute of. Declamations, which alters the Con- 
ditions upon which a Maſter's e was then attain- 
able, and which paſſed the Heads of Houſes 21 Jun. 
1662. when Dr. Baylie was again V. Chancellor ; 
who had been Preſident of St. Jobn's ſome Years be- 
fore the Statutes were compiled, and was made 
V. Chancellor the firſt Time 22 Jul. 1636, within a 
Month after the King's Confirmation. - --And the 
tute for transferring the Act Exerciſes and other So- 
lemnities from St. Mary's to the Theatre, which 

27 May 1669, under the Auſpices of Abp. Sheldon, 
who himſelf had been Warden of Al Souls at the Time 
of the King's Confirmation. 

All theſe, and many others of a later Date, were 
(pro tanto) Alterations of the former Statutes. But 
there has been no Inſtance of any Licence either given 
by the Crown, or requeſted by the Univerſity, to en- 
able them to make ſuch Alterations. It muſt how- 
ever be obſerved, that no Alteration has been at- 
tempted in any of thoſe particular Statutes before- 
mentioned, which had received a ſpecial Sanction or 
Confirmation from the Crown, before the preſent 
Body of Statutes was compiled and publiſhed. _ 

pon a Propoſal lately made to compile a new ex- 
planatory Statute, concerning a Matter not affected 


by any of the ſaid Royal Statutes, a Difficulty has 
ariſen with Regard to the Power of the Univerſity to 


SE | 2 


1. On, E are of Opinion, that the Univerſity 
3 as a Body Corporate by Preſcription, 
and confirmed by Charter, has a Power of maki 
Government; ſuc 
ower being inherent in their Conſtitution, and in- 


cluded in the original Act of Incorporation. And in 
this Caſe we think ſuch Power may be exerciſed, with- 
out obtaining à Royal Licence, where the Subject 


Matter doth not infringe upon or any Way affect any 
former Statute. 

24. Qu. We likewiſe are of Opinion, that the Uni- 
verſity has, by the ſame inherent Power as a Body 


Corporate, a Power of making Statutes where the 
Subject Matter of them imports an Explanation or Al- 


teration of former Statutes, which were not ſpecially 


confirmed by Royal Authority, before the Compila- 
tion of the preſent Body of Statutes; but which are 


now included in the ſubſequent general Confirmation 


of the 3d June 1636; for the Reaſons offered in our 
Anſwer to the next Queſtion. | 
3*. Qu. We are alſo of Opinion, that the Univerſity 


has the Power of making ſuch Statutes, without ob- 
taining a Royal Licence, where the Subject Matter of 
then imports an Explanation or Alteration of ſuch 
former Statutes as were ſpecially confirmed-by Royal 
Authority, before the es of the preſent 
Body of Statutes. For, firſt, we think that the King 
has no Power veſted in him by his Prerogative, or 
otherwiſe, to give Laws or Statutes to the Univerſity 
after it's original Act of Incorporation, without their 
Acceptance, Aſſent, or Confirmation. And we alſo 


think, That it was not in the Power of the Univerſity 


= —_ 
r 
: 


A * 


Royal Licence; it being conceived by the ObjeGors, - * 
that the general Confirmation ſuperadded to the w 
Statutorum by K. Charles the firſt, 3 Jun. 16360 has 
brought the whole Body within the Exception oF Pa. 
rentheſis of Tit. 10. Se. 2.4. 2. above ſtatec Inc 
made every Statute in the Book unalterable ang un- 
explicable, unleſs by the King's Authority. Therhore 


Qu. 1. Has the Univerſity Power of making 
tutes, or By-Laws, (not contrary to the Law of the 
Land or it's own particular 0 confirmed by 
of Parliament) without obtaihing a Royal Lices 
where the Subject Matter of ſuch Statutes is entit 4. 
new, and imports no Infringement on former Statites? 

. 2. Has the Univerſity Power of making{ſuch  - 
Statutes, without obtaining ſuch Licence, wher 
Subject Matter of them imports an Alteration of Ex- 

lanation of any former Statutes, which were not 
pecially confirmed by Royal Authority before” th 
Compilation of the preſent Body, but which are noc 
included in the 2 general Confirmation of 
3 Jun. 1636? _ Ay A” SN | 

2s. 3. Has the Univerſity Power of making ſuch. 
Statutes without obtaining ſuch Licence, where the | 
Subject Matter of them imports an Alteration or Ex- 

planation of ſuch former Statutes as were ſpecially - 
confirmed by Royal Authority before the Compila- 
tion of the preſent Body of Statutes ? Or has the Act 
of the Predeceſſors (confirmed by the King's Charter) 
abridged in theſe Points, or in any of them, the le- 
giſlative Power of the Succeſſors? *' . | 


W EK 


to delegate their Right of making perfect By-Laws or 
Statutes to any Subject, or even to the King: And 
that no Statutes, made by ſuch Delegation, would be 
valid without the Aſſent or Confirmation of the Con- 
vocation. It is that which we think gives Vitam et 
Modum to every Statute. And as it was not in the 
Power of the Univerſity itſelf to enact any Statutes 
which ſhould remain unalterable or unrepealable, fo 
we think it could not delegate a Power to any Subject 
or to the Crown, to enact or make any Laws that 
ſhould not be . without the Conſent of ſuch 
Subject or his Heirs, or ſuch King or his Succeſſors. 
And though Powers have in ſome Inſtances been ac- 
tually delegated by the Univerſity to the Crown, to 
give them Statutes for their Government, and the 
Crown has accordingly ſo done, and ſuch Statutes 
have been confirmed by Royal Authority, yet even 
ſuch Statutes ſo made and ſo confirmed cannot (we 
think) abrogate the legiſlative Power neceſſarily in- 
herent in, and incident to the Univerſity. And we 
obſerve, that in all the Inſtances laid before us of 
Statutes recommended or given by the Crown, or the 
Chancellors of the Univerſity, to that Body, the Aſ- 
ſent and Confirmation of Convocation (which we take 
to be the legiſlative Power of the Univerſity) has been 
uniformly required and obtained, before any ſuch 
Statutes have been received as compleat, effeQive, 
and perfect Laws. | 


make Statutes. or Explanations of Statutes, wit ut 4 s 25 
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